International Conference on Probity and Transparency in the National Congress and the Political Parties Regulatory System
1.- General Objective
To establish an instance –within the National Congress- with the purpose of analizing principles of probity and transparency applied to the parliament and the system which regulates the political parties, by means of an invitation  to participate to national and international personalities who have been deeply studying these topics for the purpose to enrich the national discuss and illuminate the decision-taking process.

2.- Specific objectives
· To analize basic concepts associated to these principles and to define the meaning and scope of its implementation.

· Generate exchange of ideas among highly knowledgeable in order to establish different doctrinal positions which have been set up about the matter.
· To exchange comparative experiences on probity, transparency and public information on the activities of the National Congress and political parties.
· To set the Senate as a relevant actor in these matters of national interest, by playing an active role in the public debate of them and open to all instances of  serious discussion of ideas.
3.- Seminar Format and Agenda
In order to give more versatility to these matters, it is proposed to work over three formats:

· Two sessions, the opening and closing session, headed by high authorities of institutions working on probity and transparency topics. It is suggested that in the opening, each one of the exponent should present a preliminary diagnosis of the situation and in the closing, the participants should propose a summary of the debates and outline the challenges ahead.

· Master Class , not more than two: one for focusing probity and transparency in the context of the National Congress, and the other for probity and transparency in the context of political parties regulatory system. In both cases it should be convenient to invite outstanding experts at national and international level, who can expose new ideas and positions to share and deepen. In this activity, there will be the possibility of making brief questions to the exponent concerning his own doctrinal ideas.
· Discussion panels on specific matters (national and international diagnostic, law requirements and concrete proposals), that could be: lobby regulations, financing of political parties, regulations and limits of parliamentary allowances (adequate legal level), interest and patrimony declarations, parliamentary code of conduct, public access to parliamentary committees, the right to free access to parliamentary information, scope and improvement of active transparency duties, etc. The concrete matters should be defined in the specific program according to the legislatives progress and lacks detected in our society. In this case the participants for each panel should be: a national expert, an international expert and a parliamentary specialized in this topic (i.e. the ones who have introduced legal initiatives related with the matter), so as to make a brief presentation of 15 to 20 minutes, with a round of replication and questions from the audience.
4.-Panelists and rapporteurs

The profile of the ponents invited to the seminar will be: experts in the matters proposed, both from the national and international level, who bring a new perspective and innovative ideas.
Other panelists invited to this event will be some outstanding authorities both from the Executive and the Legislative branch, who have put into practice policies on probity and transparency during the last years in Chile or abroad.
5.- Personalities invited and audience
It is proposed to consider a list of invited personalities associated to probity and transparency in public institution: parliament, government and judiciary, at national or international level, that could be authors or sponsors of policies; high officials of international organizations in charge of these matters, etc.  Likewise, all efforts will be done to have the presence of personalities representing of countries with best practices in these topics and to integrate representatives from the civil society and other relevant persons that could enrich the debate proposed by the panelists and exponents.
It is convenient to prepare an open invitation for all persons who could be interested in these themes, by means of a registration procedure enclosed in a web page specially designed with that purpose.
6.- Tentative dates
Dates proposed:  Thursday 12 and Friday 13 January, 2012

7.- Conference Place:
National Congress Building, Santiago, Chile.

